
 

 

 

September 30, 2020 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Greetings to all of you in this season of harvest and 
extraordinary new circumstances. I speak to you as I 
complete my third year as the bishop of this great diocese, 
but at a time in our world that seems to be in a new place.  

I think we all feel a strong sense that the COVID-19 
pandemic has tried and tested us and left us doubting what 
the future holds. I also think we have a new conviction that 
what we are facing will not leave us the same as we were 
before the pandemic. Many church leaders are feeling that 
the pandemic has transformed how the church herself is 
seen, and how the Church will carry out pastoral action and 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Issues that at one time 
might seem to be more peripheral and not a part of our 
everyday concern are now thrust into our vision. And long 
after a cure for the current pandemic is found, we will be 
facing issues in the church and in the world that have never 
been so prominent and on our consciousness.  

The concern of the Old Testament prophets – which 
seem so distant and not part of our context – clearly have 
returned with new urgency and vigour. The status and 
treatment of the orphan, the stranger, the poor and 
marginalized – are now manifest in new ways as our 
diocese, country, and world confronts new awareness of the 
history of how we treat brothers and sisters. And we too 
need to deal with our own poverty! The Christian message has always been that in union with Jesus Christ, we are served, 
blessed and enriched to the extent we reach out from our own poverty and need in service to others. 

My brother bishops of Saskatchewan and I recently stated in our 
July 2020 letter re: “Racism and the Call for Respect and Caring”:  

“The privilege of our humanity carries with it the great 
responsibility of the preferential care of our brothers and sisters 
– especially those who deal with obstacles, injustices, or other 
barriers to their human flourishing.”  

This year’s Bishop’s Appeal highlights the church’s preferential 
focus on those in most need of Christ-like service, mercy and 
reverence. You will also notice that our efforts strike very close to 
home as we respond as a People of God who take seriously 
making a Christ-like difference in the tumultuous climate of 
today. I highlight several of these efforts as follows. 

The impact of COVID-19 has impressed on us all the need for 
effective communication and evangelization. We need to 
continue to develop effective use of new technology and 
communication to deliver the message of the Gospel and provide 
opportunities for access to prayer, liturgical worship, and other 

opportunities for faith formation. We also need to develop and deliver comprehensive and quality Catholic News. Thus, we 
have launched our “Catholic Saskatoon News” site and expanded the use of social media.  

Adult Faith Enrichment is a key priority, as people look for regular and accessible programs and support to assist their 
own faith formation, and to deepen understanding of key areas of theology and spirituality, and Catholic moral and social 
teaching. People also need pastoral accompaniment as they navigate the demands and challenges of living in our world of 
today.  

We look forward to making further progress in our diocese on our commitment to the Calls to Action of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. I am pleased to announce the launch of the “Indigenous Pastoral and Lay Leaders Ministry 
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Education Program” – a joint project by our diocese, Greater 
Saskatoon Catholic Schools, and St. Thomas More College. We also 
continue to work with Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish and the 
Diocesan Council for Truth and Reconciliation on addressing other 
areas of progress in achieving reconciliation and deepening 
relationships with our Indigenous brothers and sisters.  

Support to our youth and young adults is an ongoing need, as 
we work to build faith and form missionary disciples. This effort not 
only involves teaching and nurturing faith, but also equipping 

disciples and calling forth vocations. In today’s fast-paced, 
technology-focused, secular culture, the challenges of sharing 
the Gospel and inspiring followers of Jesus Christ are greater 
than ever! God is persistently calling young men and women today. 
As a church and a diocese, we must to help our youth and young 
adults hear and respond to God’s call. We must find concrete, 
strategic ways of supporting young men discerning priesthood, supporting young women and men in discerning religious and 
consecrated life, and supporting those discerning and living a call to marriage and family. It is vital that we continue to call and 
nurture women and men to serve as leaders in the Church and the world.   

We are being called to hear and act on Pope Francis’ call to the “art of accompaniment” with our young people. We are 
expanding youth ministry and partnerships with Catholic youth-serving organizations to help young people build deeper 
relationships with Jesus Christ and discover their God-given gifts and mission in our world. We are strengthening our Vocations 
outreach, mentoring and support. To this end, I am pleased to announce the arrival of three Verbum Dei Sisters, who will bring 
their ministry to bear on several of these important priorities of education and formation.  

Perhaps more than ever the Church is called to be a prophetic witness in its efforts welcoming refugees and those 
displaced from their homes. This witness also extends to 
efforts to advocate for migrant workers, and the many 
vulnerable women and youth from other countries exploited 
through human trafficking in Canada and beyond.  

Support for people on the margins, including the stranger 
and the incarcerated, must always be the work of our 
Church. As the Letter to the Hebrews states: 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 
doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as 
though we were in prison with them; those who are 
being tortured, as though you yourselves were being 
tortured.” (Hebrews 13:2-3)  

We are strongly urged to follow Christ’s example in all ways – to bring faith, hope, and love to bear on the most 
uncommon or desperate of situations beyond our regular experience.  

Your gift to our Appeal ensures that spiritual care and comfort is provided to the sick and suffering through Hospital 
Chaplaincy, and to prisoners through the work of Restorative Ministry. The Office of Migration is assisting parishes in 
welcoming refugees, and our Justice and Peace Office continues to work for the protection of the life and God-given dignity of 
persons, and to work toward reconciliation, healing, and true growth in our communities.  

The Bishop’s Annual Appeal is the way our diocese and local Church respond to the many needs and provide supports to 

serve our diocese in these extraordinary times. The size of your gift is not as important as the opportunity for all of us 
to participate together in the mission to Proclaim Christ, reaching out in service to others, sharing from the 
heart.” 

I thank you very much for your continuing generosity, and for all the ways that you are living out your faith. 

 

Sincerely in our One God, 

 

 

 Mark Hagemoen, Diocese of Saskatoon 
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