2026 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
Prayers of the Faithful — Six-Week Campaign
Theme: Living the Father’s Will
“Which of the two did the will of his father?” — Matthew 21:31

WEEK ONE — CALLED TO RESPOND
Bishop’s Annual Appeal 2026 — Living the Father’s Will

For all of us called to live the Father’s will: that we may hear God’s invitation with open hearts and respond not only with our words, but through lives of prayer, generosity and service. Through the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, may our shared gifts strengthen the ministries that bring Christ’s love to people throughout our diocese; let us pray to the Lord.
WEEK TWO — FAITH FORMATION, EVANGELIZATION AND YOUTH
Bishop’s Annual Appeal 2026 — Living the Father’s Will

For the ministries of evangelization, catechesis, adult faith formation and youth ministry: that children, young people, families and adults may encounter Jesus, grow as disciples and discover the gifts God has given them. May our support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal help form a Church ready to live and share the Father’s will; let us pray to the Lord.


WEEK THREE — CARE, COMPASSION AND ACCOMPANIMENT
Bishop’s Annual Appeal 2026 — Living the Father’s Will

For those served through hospital chaplaincy, migration ministry, prison ministry and other ministries of pastoral care: that all who are sick, grieving, displaced, lonely or in need of accompaniment may experience the mercy and nearness of Christ. May the Bishop’s Annual Appeal help us answer the Father’s call to care for one another with compassion; let us pray to the Lord.
WEEK FOUR — VOCATIONS AND THE CALL TO SERVE
Bishop’s Annual Appeal 2026 — Living the Father’s Will

For vocations to the priesthood, religious life, marriage and generous lay service: that each of us may discern where God is calling and have the courage to respond. We pray especially for our seminarians and for all who accompany people in discovering their vocation, that the Bishop’s Annual Appeal may strengthen this important work of the Church; let us pray to the Lord.


WEEK FIVE — OUTREACH, JUSTICE AND RENEWAL
Bishop’s Annual Appeal 2026 — Living the Father’s Will

For the ministries that reach beyond our church doors, including prison ministry, justice and peace and outreach to those who are vulnerable or searching for a new beginning: that they may reveal the dignity of every person and the transforming mercy of Christ. Through our support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, may we put faith into action and live the Father’s will by serving our sisters and brothers; let us pray to the Lord.
[bookmark: _GoBack]WEEK SIX — ONE CHURCH, MANY GIFTS
Bishop’s Annual Appeal 2026 — Living the Father’s Will

For our parishes, rural and urban communities, diocesan ministries, clergy, religious and lay leaders: that we may work together as one Body of Christ, sharing our time, talent and treasure for the good of all. As this year’s Bishop’s Annual Appeal continues, may our generosity become a joyful response to God’s generosity and a visible sign that we are committed to living the Father’s will; let us pray to the Lord.
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