Diocese of Saskatoon Ministries: One Mission, Many Ways to Say Yes
Opening
Good morning.
As Catholics, we are called not only to believe in the Gospel, but to live it. Across our diocese, there are ministries quietly and faithfully answering that call every day. Together, they form a network of hope, service, evangelization, and care that reaches every corner of our communities.
Tonight, we invite you to learn more about these ministries and the impact they are making in the lives of children, youth, families, seniors, Indigenous communities, those facing illness, and all who seek a deeper relationship with Christ.
Together, these ministries remind us that the Church is alive, active, and present wherever God's people are gathered.

Rural Catechesis
The Office of Rural Catechesis exists to ensure that faith formation is accessible to everyone, regardless of where they live.
Through workshops, resources, parish visits, online learning opportunities, and support for volunteers, this ministry reaches individuals and families throughout rural Saskatchewan. It strengthens local faith communities and equips parish leaders to share the Gospel with confidence.
The impact extends far beyond the classroom. Children are preparing for the sacraments, adults are deepening their understanding of the faith, and rural parishes are finding renewed energy for evangelization.
This ministry reminds us that geography should never be a barrier to encountering Christ.

Youth Ministry
Young people are not simply the future of the Church—they are an important part of the Church today.
Through retreats, leadership development, parish programming, diocesan gatherings, and faith-filled community experiences, Youth Ministry helps young people encounter Jesus and discover their God-given gifts.
This ministry creates spaces where youth can ask questions, build friendships, serve others, and grow in their faith. It forms disciples who are prepared to lead in their schools, parishes, and communities.
Every young person who encounters Christ through Youth Ministry becomes a beacon of hope for the future of our Church.

Adult Faith Formation
Faith formation does not end at Confirmation. Throughout our lives, we continue to grow as disciples.
Adult Faith Formation offers opportunities for learning, prayer, spiritual growth, and meaningful conversation. Through workshops, courses, retreats, and parish-based programs, adults are encouraged to deepen their relationship with Christ and better understand the teachings of the Church.
In a world filled with uncertainty and noise, this ministry helps people find wisdom, purpose, and a stronger foundation in faith.
When adults grow in faith, families grow stronger, parishes become more vibrant, and communities are transformed.

Vocations
Every vocation begins with a simple question: “Lord, what are You calling me to do?”
The Vocations Office accompanies individuals as they discern God's plan for their lives. Whether called to priesthood, religious life, marriage, or dedicated lay ministry, this ministry helps people listen for God's voice and respond with courage.
The ministry supports seminarians, promotes discernment opportunities, and encourages a culture where vocations are nurtured within families and parish communities.
By supporting vocations, we help ensure that future generations will continue to experience the sacraments, pastoral care, and spiritual leadership that sustain our Catholic faith.

Hospital Chaplaincy
Moments of illness, uncertainty, and loss often become moments when people seek God most deeply.
Hospital Chaplaincy brings the compassionate presence of Christ directly to patients, families, and healthcare workers. Through prayer, spiritual support, pastoral visits, and sacramental ministry, chaplains accompany people during some of life's most vulnerable moments.
Whether offering comfort before surgery, praying with families facing difficult decisions, or bringing Holy Communion to the sick, this ministry reminds people that they are never alone.
The healing presence of Christ continues to be felt through every visit and every prayer offered.

Family Life Ministry
Families are the heart of our Church and society.
Family Life Ministry supports individuals and families through all stages of life, from marriage preparation and parenting support to relationship enrichment and pastoral care.
This ministry helps families navigate both joys and challenges while remaining rooted in faith. It creates opportunities for healing, growth, and connection while strengthening family relationships.
By investing in families, we invest in the future of our Church and our communities.

Evangelization and Catechesis
At the heart of the Church's mission is the call to share the Good News.
The Office of Evangelization and Catechesis supports parishes, schools, and individuals in proclaiming the Gospel and forming disciples. Through training, resources, sacramental preparation, and faith formation initiatives, this ministry helps people encounter Christ and grow in their understanding of the Catholic faith.
Its work touches every age group, helping individuals move from simply knowing about Jesus to living as His disciples.
This ministry helps build a Church that is welcoming, missionary, and alive with faith.

Justice and Peace
The Gospel calls us not only to pray but also to act.
The Office of Justice and Peace helps Catholics live their faith through service, advocacy, reconciliation, and care for our neighbours. Through educational opportunities, social justice initiatives, Indigenous reconciliation efforts, and community partnerships, this ministry invites us to put faith into action.
It challenges us to see Christ in every person and to work toward a society rooted in dignity, compassion, and justice.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through this ministry, the Church becomes a visible sign of hope and healing in our world.

Prison Ministry: Bringing Hope Behind the Walls
Prison Ministry shares the hope and mercy of Jesus Christ with those living behind prison walls. Through the Alpha program, participants are invited into a safe community where they can ask questions, reflect on their lives, and encounter God's unconditional love.
This year, volunteers witnessed remarkable transformation. Men who arrived distracted, guarded, and angry gradually became open to honest conversation, forgiveness, and prayer. During the Holy Spirit Retreat, every participant chose to receive individual prayer, with many describing powerful encounters that renewed their faith and restored hope.
The group also experienced the power of prayer firsthand through answered prayers that strengthened their trust in God and reminded them they were not alone.
Every participant who completed the program rated it 5 out of 5, with one man sharing, "You have helped change me for the better."
Thanks to the generosity of our donors and the faithful service of volunteers, Prison Ministry continues to plant seeds of hope, restore dignity, and remind every person that no one is beyond God's mercy.
Closing
These ministries may serve in different ways, but they all share one mission: bringing people closer to Jesus Christ.
Every retreat attended, every patient visited, every family supported, every young person inspired, every seminarian formed, and every act of service offered becomes part of God's work among us.
Together, we are building a Church that is rooted in faith, alive with hope, and committed to serving others.
Thank you for supporting these ministries through your prayers, your generosity, and your willingness to say "yes" to God's call.
Together, we are transforming lives, strengthening our communities, and sharing the love of Christ throughout the Diocese of Saskatoon.
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